
 

Brazoria County Appraisal District 

 Agricultural Requirements 
(Adapt ed from the Texas Comptroller's Manual for the Apprai sal of Agricultural Land and Agricultural Agencies of Brazoria County) 

 

 

 

Qualified open-space land means land that is currently devoted principally to agricultural use to the  

degree of intensity generally accepted in the area. 

 

Qualifications of land under 1-D-1 

 
Article VIII. Section l-D-1 (Open-Space Land) 

 
a) To promote the preservation of open-space land, the legislature shall provide by general law for 

taxation of open-space land devoted to farm and ranch purposes on the basis of its productive 

capacity and may provide by general law for taxation of open-space land devoted to timber 

production on the basis of its productive capacity. The legislature by general law may provide 

eligibility limitations under this section and may impose sanctions in furtherance of the taxation 

policy of this section. 

 
Section  23.51 (1)-(2). (6) Property Tax Code  Definitions 

 
1) "Qualified open space land" means land that is currently devoted principally to agricultural use to 

the degree of intensity generally accepted in the area and that has been devoted principally to 

agricultural use or to production of timber or forest products for five of the preceding seven years 

or land that is used principally as an ecological laboratory by a public or private college or 

university . Qualified open space land includes all appurtenances to the land . For the purposes of 

this subdivision, appurtenances to the land means private roads, dams, reservoirs, water wells, 

canals,  ditches,  terraces,  and  other  reshaping  of  the  soil,  fences,  and  riparian  water  rights. 

 
Notwithstanding the other provisions of this subdivision, land that is currently  devoted 

principally to wildlife management as defined by subdivision (7)(b) or (c) to the degree of 

intensity generally accepted in the area qualifies for appraisal as qualified open space land under 

this subchapter regardless of the manner in which the land was used in any preceding year. 
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Degree of Intensity Standards 

The chief appraiser establishes intensity levels - what the owner is putting into his agricultural enterprise 

in time, labor, equipment, management, and capital according to each type of commodity production in 

his area. The intensity levels for the different types of commodities will indicate the typical steps in 

producing the commodity as well as how much time, labor, equipment, and so on is typical for each level.  

Dry land farming, for example, requires tilling the soil, planting, applying herbicides, and harvesting. The 

chief appraiser determines the typical minimum levels involved in each step. Similarly, the raising of 

livestock requires fencing, proper management ofland for long-run forage, enough animal units to match 

the land's carrying capacity, and herd management. 

Procedure to Get the Animals to Market 

Some of the things at issue would be: is the fencing typical, how frequently is it maintained, and is the 

minimum carrying capacity sufficient? 

In All Categories 

The land must be able to support the animals under natural conditions with little or no supplemental 

feeding and be prudently managed. The land cannot be used for recreational purposes, pleasure riding, or 

training of animals. Acreage and intensity requirements are estimates only and may be subject to 

individual inspection on an individual basis. 

In accordance with Farm Service Agency Standards, idle FSA (Farm Service Agency) tracts will be 

inspected for evidence of erosion and weed control. The appraisal district reserves the right to use this 

standard with other agricultural tracts as well. 

General 

Gardens, penned up cattle or livestock, training tracts, or recreational use does not qualify. Also, 

overgrazing (too many animals) and exceeding the typical acreage per animal can disqualify an 

agricultural operation. This could then be considered a feed lot operation which is not a qualified 

operation. The degree of intensity test is intended to exclude land on which token agricultural use occurs 

in an effort to obtain tax relief. (From State Property Tax  Board Ag Manual) 

Small tracts could qualify after five (5) years of ag use if used for specialty crops such as strawberries, 

specialized vegetables, etc., if grown for commercial purposes. Small tracts that are part of a larger 

operation would qualify if the time or history of agricultural use is met. 

The Brazoria County  Appraisal  District uses the "Soil Survey for Brazoria County," produced  by  the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, as an aid in determining the number of acres required per animal 

unit (au). 
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Pecans 

Recommended 50 fruit trees or 14 nut trees 

per acre and worked according to the Ag 

Extension Service recommendations. Five 

(5) acre minimum. When planted:

established minimum of five (5) years;

working for future production. Previous ag

use history would count toward the five (5)

year requirement.
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