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Improved Pasture 

• 3 animal units required
• 1 animal unit per 3 acres
• 3 animal units × 3 acres per unit = 9 acres

Hay Pasture 

• Minimum two cuttings per year =45,000 lbs. /
year
• 50-55 square bales per acre
• 2-3 large round bales per acre
• 5,000 lbs. per acre/year

45,000 / 5000 = 9 acres

Native Pasture 

• 3 animal units required
• 1 animal unit per 5 acres
• 3 animal units × 5 acres per unit = 15 acres

Beekeeping 

• 6 colonies required
• 6 colonies for 5 acres then
• 1 colony for each additional 2½ acres
• No more than 20 acres
• Documentation:

– Copy of any export, import or intra-state permits
required by the Texas Apiary Inspection Service to
transport hives.

– Map of property showing location of the bee hives.
– Proof of use as food or other tangible products that

have a commercial value.

Marshland and/or Bottomland 

• Meet the degree of intensity for native pasture,
except that acreage may have to be larger to
maintain adequate forage and animal health.

Irrigated Cropland 

• Must be large enough to be considered a
full-time operation and worked according to FSA
(Farm Service Agency) requirements.

Dry Cropland 

• Must be large enough to be considered a
full-time operation and worked according to FSA
(Farm Service Agency) requirements.

Turf Grass 

• Typical of turf grass operations for commercial
turf grass farms. Small tracts without proper
equipment and management normally will not
qualify.

Orchards 

•  Minimum 14 trees per acre for pecans and 50 
trees per acre for fruit worked according to Ag 
Extension Service recommendations; five (5) 
acres are the minimum.
•  When planted: established minimum of five (5) 
years, working for future production.
•  Previous agricultural use history would count 
toward the five-year requirement.

Floriculture 

• Growing and producing decorative plants such
as rose bushes or poinsettias, etc., intending to
eventually sell to market.

Horticulture 

• Growing of plants for commercial operation—
hardwood trees, landscaping bushes and trees,
and Christmas trees. Five (5) acre minimum.

Truck Farming 

• Intense use of land for growing food products
for commercial operation. Could be a small
number of acres, but not a garden for personal
use.
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Viticulture 

• For production grapes for commercial use.

Aquaculture 

• Fish or aquaculture type product for commercial
purposes. Operated according to guidelines
established by Ag Extension Services of Texas
A & M University.
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